
Sains-lès-Fressin d’un autre temps…           Le mini-schisme  

 

Cet établissement a fait l’objet d’un article paru en 

novembre 2017, dans le cahier numéro 20, aux pages 60 

à 65 de la Petite Histoire de Fressin et des environs. 

Vous trouverez cet article aux pages suivantes. 
 
Vous en trouverez un résumé en anglais dans le cadre ci-
contre. 
 
 

Sains in former times… 
A “mini-Schism” - rival churches in the village of 

Sains-les-Fressin 1906-11 
 

At the time of the separation of Church and State in 

1905, Father Arthur Jouy, the parish priest at Sains since 

1889, established a religious organisation to manage 

Church property in the parish of Sains-les-Fressin and 

Torcy. However, Pope Puis X refused to recognise it and 

ordered him to disband the organisation. Father Jouy, in 

his turn, refused to obey the Pope’s order. As result of 

his disobedience, Father Jouy was relieved of his priestly 

duties. 

As a consequence, between 1906 and 1911, the 

inhabitants of Sains divided into two rival congregations, 

each worshipping in different churches: 70 of them 

remained loyal to Father Jouy and continued to celebrate 

Sunday Mass in his church; 90 inhabitants supported the 

officially sanctioned priest, Father Caloin, who travelled 

from Boulogne every Sunday to celebrate Mass in a barn 

converted for the purpose by  Emile Bernanos, father of 

the famous writer, Georges Bernanos. The split caused 

quite a stir and it was only ended in 1911 by a decree 

from the French supreme court (Conseil d’Etat). 

Georges Bernanos became involved in the affair and 
remonstrated with Father Jouy over his insistence on 
continuing to celebrate Sunday Mass after he had been 
disqualified from doing so. The scandal inspired his 
novel “L’Imposture”, which was published in 1927. 
 
The story of the barn church has not been forgotten 
and postcards of it have been published.  
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 


